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SEEK THE TRUTH AND SERVE HUMANITY

There are two kinds of wars: just and unjust. For 
a people struggling for independence, against 
colonialism, for their right to freedom, for their 
democratic right to elect their leaders, their war is a 
just one. An unjust war is one that is undertaken to 
colonise, to steal resources, to topple elected leaders 
and to deny people their democratic rights.

The latter category encompasses all wars since 
World War Two, such as Iraq, Korea, Libya, Syria and 
the Afghanistan conflicts, all led by the US and its 
allies, all purported to be to ‘save democracy’, all 
resulting in endless conflict, the slaughter of innocent 
people, the massive displacement of people and the 
destruction of infrastructure. These ‘democratic’ wars 
are simply to ensure the status quo of the world, to 
ensure that the US remains the sole major power and 
has nothing to do with ‘democracy’ or ‘peace’.

While these aggressive wars are designated 
‘democratic’, and armies of journalists, politicians 
and academics rush to ensure that this is how they 
are seen, the truth always emerges, and the truth 
is that these are simply wars of aggression against 
the people of these countries and designed to take 
control and exploit their resources and land.

The latest conflict against the Palestinian people 
is one of the most fascist, destructive, blatant and 
unjust of any that we have recently witnessed. This 
is the final stage in the Israeli plan to take over 
the entire area and destroy Palestine. That it is 

being promoted as a war between two countries 
is farcical and dishonest. The Palestinian people 
have been incarcerated in a massive landlocked 
prison with no resources except their own resilience 
and determination to fight back. They are unable 
to access adequate medicines, clean water and 
electricity. They have limited weapons and are being 
attacked by a nation with the most up-to-date 
weaponry available in the world, supported by the 
United States and its allies who compound their evil 
by claiming to be calling for a two-state solution, 
while the state of Palestine is daily being destroyed 
by Israel.

Such is the exposure of Israeli aggression that even 
in Israel itself there is growing opposition to what this 
fascist government is doing. Around the world there 
is also growing recognition of Israel’s aggression. In 
order to stem this growing support for Palestine, the 
Israeli aggressors are claiming ‘anti-Semitism’. It is 
not anti-Semitism but anti-Zionism that the world’s 
people are opposing.

Israel is not exercising “the right to defend 
itself” in the occupied Palestinian territories. It 
is carrying out mass murder. It is a war crime. 
The United States is not an honest broker for 
peace but has funded, enabled and defended 
Israel’s crimes against the Palestinian people. 
Israel is not defending the rule of law. Israel is 
not a democracy. It is an apartheid state.

Chris Hedges, Pulitzer prizewinning author & journalist

Israel is not only practising apartheid; it can quite 
accurately be described as carrying out war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide and the 
United Nations needs to condemn its actions 
immediately. This slaughter of a people, including 
women and children, is taking place before the eyes 
of the world and cannot in any way be described as a 
war between two nations.

Every church, every supporter of democracy, every 
human rights activist, every unionist who claims 
to support justice and peace, must speak out 
loudly against this slaughter of an innocent people 
struggling to survive unspeakable aggression. We 
must call on the Morrison government and the 
Opposition to condemn Israeli aggression and 
support the right of the Palestinian people to the 
restoration of their original land taken from them  
by force. 

JUSTICE DEMANDS 
PALESTINE MUST          
BE SUPPORTED
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At least a dozen journalists were asked to remove 
their signatures from an open letter criticizing 
reporting on the region. Some were also told their 
contracts might not be renewed.

JOURNALISTS IN AUSTRALIA are facing backlash after 
asking their newsrooms to improve coverage of Israel 
and Palestine.

Five journalists in Australia published an open letter 
on May 14 calling on news outlets to ‘do better’ 
coverage of Israel and Palestine by actively including 
Palestinian perspectives in coverage and refraining 
from ‘both-siderism that equates the victims of a 
military occupation with its instigators’. More than 720 
journalists and media staffers have since signed the 
letter criticizing coverage of the fighting between Israel 
and Hamas. Israel has killed over 240 Palestinians, 66 
of them children, and has left parts of Gaza completely 
destroyed, including a tower that housed offices for 
the Associated Press and Al Jazeera, among other 
media and nongovernmental organizations. Hamas, 
meanwhile, has killed 12 Israelis, including two children.

Already some of those journalists have faced 
consequences. At least a dozen staffers at 
two of Australia’s largest public broadcasting 
corporations, Special Broadcasting Service and 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, were asked by 
management to remove their signatures from the 
letter, according to letter organizers and the Media, 
Entertainment & Arts Alliance, an Australian media 
union. Several staffers at both SBS and ABC said 
they were also told that their contracts might not 
be renewed.

‘The people who are being particularly pressured 
are younger journalists, and often people of color, 
and people who are from an Arab background,’ said 
Antony Loewenstein, a journalist based in Sydney, 
Australia, and previously in East Jerusalem who 
helped organize the letter. ‘There’s not a suspicion 
of Jewish journalists doing their job, whereas there 
is for Arab journalists,’ added Loewenstein, who is 
Australian and Jewish.

‘THERE’S NOT A SUSPICION OF JEWISH  
JOURNALISTS DOING THEIR JOB, WHEREAS  

THERE IS FOR ARAB JOURNALISTS.’
‘We recognise a growing dissatisfaction, both in this 
country and elsewhere, with the media’s treatment of 
Palestine,’ the authors of the Australian letter wrote. 
‘Many of us are seeking change but lack sufficient 
power in our organisations to push back against 
the status quo. We believe that the coverage of 
Palestine must be improved, that it should no longer 
prioritise the same discredited spokespeople and tired 
narratives, and that new voices are urgently needed.’

The authors asked that newsrooms ‘consciously 
and deliberately make space for Palestinian 
perspectives’ and avoid ‘frameworks that rely on 
passive formulation and weasel words (clashes, etc.) 
to obscure the reality of a violence disproportionately 
endured by Palestinians.’ Authors also asked that 
employers respect the rights of journalists and 
other staff ‘to publicly and openly express personal 
solidarity with the Palestinian cause without penalty 
in their professional lives.’

The Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance contacted 
SBS on Friday after hearing reports from journalists 
who were pressured to remove their names from 
the letter. ‘It is a principle of freedom of speech 
that journalists have a right to express views about 

their profession and the industry. Signing an open 
letter of this type is simply choosing to take part in 
a legitimate discussion about journalism and the 
media,’ MEAA said in a statement Friday. The union 
said it had advised SBS ‘that any disciplinary action 
resulting from this expression of journalistic freedom 
will be strongly resisted by MEAA, and are seeking an 
urgent clarification of the broadcaster’s position.’

Reached for comment, MEAA said it was aware of 
isolated incidents of ABC management contacting 
staffers who had signed the letter. ‘There has been 
no formal disciplinary action taken against any staff 
warranting further official intervention by the union 
at this stage,’ MEAA communications director Mark 
Phillips said. ‘However, our position would be the same 
should management of any media outlet, commercial 
or government owned, threaten journalists with 
disciplinary action for signing the letter.’ The union was 
not aware of incidents where people at SBS or ABC had 
been told their contracts might not be renewed but 
acknowledged that different people might interpret a 
stern call from management in different ways.

Staffers at the Guardian Australia represented by 
MEAA also issued a statement Friday standing in 

By Akela Lacy. Originally published on May 27, 2021. Republished with permission 
from *The Intercept*, an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to 
holding the powerful accountable through fearless, adversarial journalism. *Sign up 
for The Intercept’s Newsletter* (https://the intercept.com/newsletter.

JOURNALISTS IN AUSTRALIA 
CENSURED FOR DEMANDING BETTER 
COVERAGE OF ISRAEL AND PALESTINE
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support with colleagues at SBS who had faced 
backlash for signing the letter. ‘Guardian Australia 
MEAA members were appalled to hear reports this 
week that staff members at SBS have been pressured 
to remove their signatures from an open letter urging 
balanced coverage of Palestinian perspectives in the 
current Middle East conflict,’ they wrote. ‘Journalists 
are routinely subjected to pressure and intimidation 
regarding support for Palestine. This intimidation 
directly conflicts with the media code of ethics, as 
it prevents journalists from exercising their right 
to express a political identity that is distinct from 
their employer without penalty in their working 

lives. As union members, we oppose attempts to 
intimidate or discipline any journalists for engaging in 
public discourse.’

Letter organizers sought to position the ‘culture 
of silence’ in media around coverage of Israel and 
Palestine as both a class and workplace issue, said 
one person who helped to organize it and requested 
anonymity for fear of retaliation. Many journalists don’t 
think their outlets cover the region in a factual or 
balanced way, they said, adding that ‘media companies 
have consistently, over decades, bowed to massive 
external pressure to skew their reporting in this way.’

‘THERE’S A TON OF FEAR IN THE INDUSTRY AND THAT  
IS A WORKPLACE ISSUE AS MUCH AS ANYTHING.’

The nature of the issue, they explained, ‘makes it a 
matter on which there can be class solidarity and, we 
hope, collective workplace action.’ It’s not a secret 
within the industry ‘that if you push back on the way 
you are directed to cover this issue, or you speak in 
public in a way that shows you see Palestinians as 
victims of a colonial occupation, you can and will 
likely be disciplined by your employer, subjected to 
a barrage of targeted complaints by external parties, 
and possibly sacked. There’s a ton of fear in the 
industry and that is a workplace issue as much as 
anything. Strength in numbers seems to me to be 
the only possible way through that.’

SBS confirmed to The Guardian on Friday that it had 
spoken to employees who signed the statement 
but denied that anyone was asked to remove their 
name. A spokesperson for the company said no 
disciplinary action had been ‘taken or proposed’ 
with respect to the letter. ‘SBS is a publicly funded 
national broadcaster which must be, and be seen to 
be, objective and impartial,’ the spokesperson said. 
‘SBS had informal conversations with employees to 
remind them of their obligations to be balanced and 
impartial in all their editorial output, and to consider 
public perceptions of their impartiality.’

MEAA later posted an update saying that after the 
union reached out to SBS, the company ‘has since 
confirmed that no disciplinary action will be taken 
against SBS staff who signed the open letter.’

Reached for comment, SBS Head of Corporate 
Communications Paul de Leon sent the same 
statement to The Intercept. ‘No individuals were 
directed to remove their names from the open letter, 
nor has there been any disciplinary action taken or 
proposed in relation to this matter.’ ABC did not 
respond to a request for comment.

‘We know that it’s unequivocally false that that’s 
not what happened,’ said Jennine Khalik, a content 
creator based in Sydney who helped to organize the 

letter. Khalik’s parents are Palestinian refugees. She 
was a journalist for eight years and previously worked 
at ABC. ‘They are trying to protect their name.’

It’s common practice for journalists in Australia to 
take free trips to Israel paid for by Israel lobby groups. 
SBS Managing Director James Taylor, for example, 
took a free trip to Israel paid for by the New South 
Wales Jewish Board of Deputies, a powerful lobbying 
group, in 2019.

SBS board member Nyunggai Warren Mundine tweeted 
numerous times during the 11 days of attacks by Israel 
on Gaza, writing ‘#IStandWithIsrael against the Hamas 
terrorist.’ Mundine also retweeted pro-Israel posts from 
the Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council.

Asked if Taylor’s trip or Mundine’s tweets conflicted 
with SBS ‘obligations to be balanced and impartial,’ 
or whether SBS contacted either person as it had 
staffers who signed the Gaza letter, SBS’s de Leon 
said the Israel study mission was attended by media 
professionals from many Australian outlets and ‘enabled 
representatives to gain a deeper understanding of the 
region, hear a range of diverse perspectives first-hand, 
and engage with peers in the media.’ The company 
‘takes great care to ensure that our editorial output is 
impartial and balanced, reporting on all perspectives 
in line with the SBS Codes of Practice. Whether or not 
these Code provisions have been breached is assessed 
against the relevant content,’ de Leon said.

‘There’s clearly a culture that’s sympathetic to Israel,’ 
said Khalik. ‘Being pulled aside for [signing a letter] 
when the culture is so sympathetic to Israel, it’s 
threatening. You can go on junkets, and you can 
tweet whatever you want about standing with Israel, 
and you can skew stories without consequences. 
It was clear that those conversations [with 
management] would impact their time there.’

This article can’t be reproduced without the 
permission of the author. https://theintercept.com/. 
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BY JONATHAN OFIR
FIRST PUBLISHED IN MONDOWEISS: 7 JANUARY 2021

A letter signed by 60 Israeli senior year high school 
students in which they refused their compulsory 
enlistment in the Israeli military has been published. 
It is breathtaking and deserves honorary framing. 
This is not the first of such letters historically, yet 
it is historical and novel in that for the first time, it 
addresses not merely the 1967 occupation, but also 
the 1948 Nakba, the ‘continuing Nakba’, and the 
‘violent occupation’ of ‘72 years’. That is, it sees and 
frames the 1967 occupation as a part of the whole 
Israeli endeavour since its inception, as in statements 
like this:

‘The actions of the Israeli military in 2020 are nothing 
but a continuation and upholding of the legacy of 
massacre, expulsion of families, and land theft, the 
legacy which “enabled” the establishment of the State 
of Israel, as a proper democratic state, for Jews only.’

Let their letter get the main stage, in full:

‘We are a group of Israeli 18-year-olds at a 
crossroads. The Israeli state is demanding our 
conscription into the military. Allegedly, a defence 
force which is supposed to safeguard the existence 
of the State of Israel. In reality, the goal of the Israeli 
military is not to defend itself from hostile militaries, 
but to exercise control over a civilian population. In 
other words, our conscription to the Israeli military 
has political context and implications.

‘It has implications, first and foremost for the lives of 
the Palestinian people who have lived under violent 
occupation for 72 years. Indeed, the Zionist policy of 
brutal violence towards and expulsion of Palestinians 
from their homes and lands began in 1948 and has 
not stopped since. The occupation is also poisoning 
Israeli society – it is violent, militaristic, oppressive, 
and chauvinistic.

‘It is our duty to oppose this destructive reality by 
uniting our struggles and refusing to serve these 
violent systems – chief among them the military. 
Our refusal to enlist in the military is not an act of 
turning our backs on Israeli society. On the contrary, 
our refusal is an act of taking responsibility over our 
actions and their repercussions.

‘The military is not only serving the occupation, the 
military is the occupation. Pilots, intelligence units, 
bureaucratic clerks, combat soldiers, all are executing 
the occupation. One does it with a keyboard and the 
other with a machine gun at a checkpoint.

‘Despite all of this, we grew up in the shadow of the 
symbolic ideal of the heroic soldier. We prepared 
food baskets for him in the high holidays, we visited 
the tank he fought in, we pretended we were him 
in the pre-military programs in high school, and we 
revered his death on Memorial Day. The fact that 
we are all accustomed to this reality does not make 
it apolitical. Enlistment, no less than refusal, is a 
political act.

‘We are used to hearing that it is legitimate to criticize 
the occupation only if we took an active part in 
enforcing it. How does it make sense that in order 
to protest against systemic violence and racism, we 
have to first be part of the very system of oppression 
we are criticizing?

‘The track upon which we embark at infancy, of an 
education teaching violence and claims over land, 
reaches its peak at age 18, with the enlistment in the 
military. We are ordered to put on the bloodstained 
military uniform and preserve the legacy of the Nakba 
and of occupation. Israeli society has been built upon 
these rotten roots, and it is apparent in all facets of 
life: in the racism, the hateful political discourse, the 
police brutality, and more.

Israeli 
Youths 
Refuse             

to Enlist
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‘This military oppression goes hand in hand with 
economic oppression. While the citizens of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories are impoverished, 
wealthy elites become richer at their expense.

‘Palestinian workers are systematically exploited, and 
the weapons industry uses the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories as a testing ground and as a showcase to 
bolster its sales. When the government chooses to 
uphold the occupation, it is acting against our interest 
as citizens – large portions of taxpayer money are 
funding the “security” industry and the development 
of settlements instead of welfare, education, 
and health.

‘The military is a violent, corrupt, and corrupting 
institution to the core. But its worst crime is 
enforcing the destructive policy of the occupation 
of Palestine. Young people our age are required 
to take part in enforcing closures as a means of 
“collective punishment”, arresting and jailing minors, 
blackmailing to recruit “collaborators” and more – 
all of these are war crimes which are executed and 
covered up every day.

‘Violent military rule in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is enforced through policies of apartheid 
entailing two different legal systems: one for 
Palestinians and the other for Jews. The Palestinians 
are constantly faced with undemocratic and violent 
measures, while Jewish settlers who commit violent 
crimes – first and foremost against Palestinians 
but also against soldiers – are “rewarded” by the 
Israeli military turning a blind eye and covering up 
these transgressions.

‘The military has been enforcing a siege on Gaza 
for over ten years. This siege has created a massive 
humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and is one of 
the main factors which perpetuate the cycle of 
violence between Israel and Hamas. Because of the 
siege, there is no drinkable water or electricity in 
Gaza for most hours of the day. Unemployment and 
poverty are pervasive, and the healthcare system 
lacks the most basic means. This reality serves as the 
foundation on top of which the disaster of COVID-19 
has only made things worse in Gaza.

‘It is important to emphasize that these injustices 
are not a one-time slippage or straying away from 
the path. These injustices are not a mistake or a 
symptom, they are the policy and the disease. The 
actions of the Israeli military in 2020 are nothing 
but a continuation and upholding of the legacy of 
massacre, expulsion of families, and land theft, the 
legacy which “enabled” the establishment of the State 
of Israel, as a proper democratic state, for Jews only.

‘We are calling for high school seniors (shministiyot) 
our age to ask themselves: What and who are we 
serving when we enlist in the military? Why do 
we enlist? What reality do we create by serving in 
the military of the occupation? We want peace, 
and real peace requires justice. Justice requires 
acknowledgment of the historical and present 
injustices, and of the continuing Nakba. Justice 
requires reform in the form of the end of the 
occupation, the end of the siege on Gaza, and 
recognition of the right of return for Palestinian 
refugees. Justice demands solidarity, joint struggle, 
and refusal.’

The letter is addressed to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, army Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi, Minister 
of Defence Benny Gantz and Education Minister 
Yoav Galant.

In Israel, conscientious objectors like these are often 
jailed. In 2003, five male conscientious objectors 
were sentenced to about 2 years prison. The longest-
serving female conscientious objector is Hillel 
Kaminer, who was released from prison after 150 
days, in 2016.

It is doubtful that those to whom the letter is 
addressed will be very affected by it.

Yet there are many among us who listen very closely 
to what these young people are saying. And here 
they are defining a critical discourse. The 1967 
occupation is not the start, and it is not the end. It is 
part of Israel’s overarching project of occupation, it’s 
the state in its entirety, enacting ‘Apartheid policies’ as 
part of its very nature. The ‘proper democratic state’ 
is a sad joke, it is for Jews only. 

Source: Adelaide Voices January–March 2021

Our church is a public and usable asset with 
portable seating and excellent conference, meeting 
and function facilities. We welcome its use by those 
who support our motto ‘Seek the Truth and Serve 

Humanity’. Interested individuals or groups can 
contact the church office – we would be delighted 

to speak to you. A donation is payable.
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COLLATED BY MARION HARPER WITH ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO CHRIS HEDGES

Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer prizewinning journalist 
who previously worked for The New York Times. 
In a recent article published in Common Dreams 
‘Israel is not exercising “the right to defend itself” in 
the occupied Palestinian territories on the attacks by 
Israel on Palestine’, he said this:

Israel is not exercising “the right to defend 
itself” in the occupied Palestinian territories.        
It is carrying out mass murder. It is a war crime. 
The United States is not an honest broker for 
peace but has funded, enabled and defended 
Israel’s crimes against the Palestinian people. 
Israel is not defending the rule of law. Israel is 
not a democracy. It is an apartheid state.

A very strong statement. Is this accurate? Can we, 
in our commitment to ‘seek the truth and serve 
humanity’ support such a statement? Hedges 
further states:

Nearly all the words and phrases used by the 
Democrats, Republicans and the talking heads 
on the media to describe the unrest inside 
Israel and the heaviest Israeli assault against 
the Palestinians since the 2014 attacks on 
Gaza, which lasted 51 days and killed more 
than 2,200 Palestinians, including 551 children, 
are a lie. Israel, by employing its military 
machine against an occupied population 
that does not have mechanized units, an 
air force, navy, missiles, heavy artillery and 
command-and-control, not to mention a U.S. 
commitment to provide a $38 billion defense 
aid package for Israel over the next decade, is 
not exercising “the right to defend itself”. It is 
carrying out mass murder. It is a war crime.

Chris Hedges spent seven years in the Middle East 
as a correspondent, four of them as The New York 
Times Middle East Bureau Chief. He speaks Arabic. 
He has also lived for lengthy periods in Gaza, which 
he called ‘the world’s largest open-air prison where 

over two million Palestinians exist on the edge of 
starvation, struggle to find clean water and endure 
constant Israeli terror’.

He was in Gaza when it was pounded with Israeli 
artillery and air strikes. He says he ‘watched 
mothers and fathers, wailing in grief, cradling the 
bloodied bodies of their sons and daughters’. He 
spoke of ‘the crimes of the occupation – the food 
shortages caused by the Israeli blockade, the stifling 
overcrowding, the contaminated water, the lack of 
health services, the near constant electrical outages 
due to the Israeli targeting of power plants, the 
crippling poverty, the endemic unemployment, the 
fear and the despair.’ He witnessed the carnage.

It is extremely important to differentiate between 
propaganda and truth and not an easy task. It is one 
that this church, through its journal Beacon takes 
very seriously. We ask readers to read our articles 
critically, compare them with others, and then decide 
what is propaganda designed to deceive and distort 
and what is an honest and accurate assessment of 
any particular situation or issue.

Garth S Jowett and Victoria O’Donnell provide a clear 
and concise definition of ‘propaganda’ in their book 
Propaganda & Persuasion (2014). They write:

Propaganda is the deliberate, systematic 
attempt to shape perceptions, manipulate 
cognitions, and direct behavior to achieve a 
response that furthers the desired intent of the 
propagandist”. In other words, propaganda is 
a systematic method of manipulation, and it’s 
quite a successful one. Propaganda has been 
employed extensively in the political sphere 
since the 19th century to further various 
agendas by politicians, opposing candidates, 
and special interest groups. Propaganda is 
utilized to highlight the negatives or positives 
of an idea, a person, or legislation.

FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF PALESTINE

Nick_ Raille_07 / Shutterstock.com



7the BEACON

Traditional owners of the Kulin Nation, past Warriors, Elders past and present.
WE ACKNOWLEDGE

In our editorial in this issue of Beacon, we said:

The latest conflict against the Palestinian 
people is one of the most fascist, destructive, 
blatant and unjust of any that we have recently 
witnessed. This is the final stage in the Israeli 
plans to take over the entire area and destroy 
Palestine. That it is being promoted as a war 
between two countries is farcical and wrong.

We believe this is the truth and that the propaganda 
being promoted by supporters of Israel, the US and 
its allies, is simply that – propaganda – and has no 
relation to truth as we know it.

Those seeking the truth can examine the history 
of the establishment of Israel, can follow the way 
in which Palestine has been attacked, demonised, 
diminished and destroyed by a powerful Israel, 
possessed of the most up-to-date weapons supplied 
by the US.

To again quote Hedges:

The Israel lobby has shamelessly used its 
immense political clout to demand that 
Americans take de facto loyalty oaths to 
Israel. The passage by 35 state legislatures 
of Israel lobby-backed legislation requiring 
their workers and contractors, under threat of 
dismissal, to sign a pro-Israel oath and promise 
not to support the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement is a mockery of our 
constitutional right of free speech. Israel has 
lobbied the U.S. State Department to redefine 
anti-Semitism under a three-point test known 
as the Three Ds: the making of statements 
that “demonize” Israel; statements that apply 
“double standards” for Israel; statements 
that “delegitimize” the state of Israel. This 
definition of anti-Semitism is being pushed 
by the Israel lobby in state legislatures and 
on college campuses. The Israel lobby spies 
in the United States, often at the direction of 
Israel’s Ministry of Strategic Affairs, on those 
who speak up for the rights of Palestinians. It 
wages public smear campaigns and blacklists 
defenders of Palestinian rights – including 
the Jewish historian Norman Finkelstein; 
U.N. Special Rapporteur for the Occupied 
Territories, Richard Falk, also Jewish; and 
university students, many of them Jewish, in 
organizations such as Students for Justice 
in Palestine.

Indeed, Israel defines Jews who oppose its genocide 
against Palestine as ‘non-Jews’. Israel uses the 
world’s sympathy and horror at the Holocaust 
perpetrated by Hitler’s Nazi Germany in World War 
Two as a weapon to demonstrate that anyone 
critical of Israeli foreign policy must be ‘anti-Semitic’. 

Opposition to Israeli government policies towards 
Palestine, which is growing worldwide, has nothing 
to do with anti-Semitism but everything to do with 
opposition to the Zionist determination to destroy 
Palestine and the Palestinian people who are simply 
fighting for their lives and their right to exist.

And in a final word from Hedges:

The Israel lobby has spent hundreds of millions 
of dollars to manipulate U.S. elections, far 
beyond anything alleged to have been carried 
out by Russia, China or any other country. 
The heavy-handed interference by Israel in 
the American political system, which includes 
operatives and donors bundling together 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign 
contributions in every U.S. congressional 
district to bankroll compliant candidates, is 
documented in the Al-Jazeera four-part series 
“The Lobby.” Israel managed to block “The 
Lobby” from being broadcast. In the film, a 
pirated copy that is available on the website 
Electronic Intifada, the leaders of the Israel 
lobby are repeatedly captured on a reporter’s 
hidden camera explaining how they, backed 
by the intelligence services within Israel, attack 
and silence American critics and use massive 
cash donations to buy politicians. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu secured the 
unconstitutional invitation by then-House 
Speaker John Boehner to address Congress in 
2015 to denounce President Barack Obama’s 
Iranian nuclear agreement. Netanyahu’s 
open defiance of Obama and alliance with 
the Republican Party, however, did not stop 
Obama in 2014 from authorizing a 10-year 
$38 billion military aid package to Israel, a sad 
commentary on how captive American politics 
is to Israeli interests.

The investment by Israel and its backers is 
worth it, especially when you consider that 
the U.S. has also spent over $6 trillion during 
the last 20 years fighting futile wars that Israel 
and its lobby pushed for in the Middle East. 
These wars are the greatest strategic debacle 
in American history, accelerating the decline 
of the American empire, bankrupting the 
nation at a time of economic stagnation and 
mounting poverty, and turning huge parts 
of the globe against us. They serve Israel’s 
interests, not ours.

The Morrison government must not be allowed to 
continue its slavish commitment to US foreign policy. 
We must demand that both it and the Opposition 
express its complete opposition to what is happening 
in Palestine and support the UN in condemning Israel 
for its genocide and apartheid in Palestine.              
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BY CAROLINE GRAHAM
06 JUNE 2021: PEARLS AND IRRITATIONS (JOHNMENADUE.COM)

‘The Australian government has become an apologist 
for Israeli war crimes and a wrecker of sacred 
international humanitarian law principles.’

The above jeremiad by Professor Ben Saul, Challis 
Chair of International Law, University of Sydney in 
2014 was in response to the Abbott government’s 
attempt to throw doubt on international law deeming 
Israeli settlements on the West Bank illegal. Australian 
governments have staunchly supported Israel since 
our Doc Evatt succeeded in his United Nations 
campaign for the partition of Palestine and the 
creation of the State of Israel in 1947.

The Abbott government took solidarity up a notch 
or two, but the Morrison government has reached 
undreamt of new extremes. As Rawan Arraf, principal 
lawyer for the Australian Centre for International 
Justice, said recently: this is ‘the most pro-Israeli 
government that we have seen in Australian history.’

The evidence came thick and fast, starting a few 
short weeks after Morrison took office in August 
2018, when he proclaimed that his government 
would now recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
and that the Australian embassy would move there 
forthwith, thus blithely breaking 70 years of bipartisan 
agreement that Jerusalem’s status should be left to 
final peace agreements.

There were political motives behind this astonishing 
move, but according to Morrison’s Pentecostal beliefs 
God’s law trumps mere human law, and the Bible 
says that Jerusalem must be restored to the Jews as 
a prelude to the millennium and the Second Coming 
(Rev. 6:12), when ‘the Jewish people would embrace 
Jesus as Israel’s King–Messiah.’

To quote the popular US televangelist Jerry Falwell, 
‘There’s not going to be any real peace in the Middle 
East until the Lord Jesus sits down upon the throne 
of David in Jerusalem.’

The thrilling religious significance of Morrison’s 
Jerusalem announcement, following a similar move 
by Trump, would not have been wasted on his 
fellow Pentecostals and other evangelical Christians; 
a reminder that designs on Jerusalem have been 
obsessive since the days of the Crusades. For good 
measure Morrison also announced that he would 
instruct Australia to vote against a motion for the 
Palestine Authority to chair a meeting of the Group of 
77 – developing nations affiliated to the UN.

In that vote, out of 146 countries only three voted 
against: Australia, the USA and Israel. This only 
seems petty to those failing to understand that the 
Palestinians are tools of Satan and obstacles to God’s 
plan for the Holy Land.

Morrison wanted Australia to join only two other 
countries defying international law by moving their 
embassies to Jerusalem: Trump’s American Embassy 
and that of Guatemala, a little country plagued by 
corruption and death squads and ruled by a hapless 
TV comedian. Uproar and threats to Australian 
exports from Malaysia, Indonesia, the Arab League 
and Muslims everywhere, plus a pause in a free trade 
agreement with Indonesia, resulted in Morrison’s 
humiliating about-face in December 2018.

But in a residual gesture of defiance to the infidels 
Morrison promised to set up a ‘trade and defence’ 
office in Jerusalem instead – he is also in the process 
of pursuing a free trade agreement with Israel, and 
we imported $71 million of arms and ammunition 
from there in 2019–20.

Now, with a cease fire holding and Gaza in ruins, the 
rest of the world – even including the new Biden 
administration – is taking baby steps in support of 
Palestinian rights. But Australia under Morrison goes 
firmly in the opposite direction, after ending up in 
a minority of two at the UN Human Rights Council 
last June, opposing three motions condemning 
Israel’s expansions, calling for withdrawal to the 
1967 boundaries, and for Palestinian rights to self-
determination.

In this we were partnered only by the Marshall 
Islands, the tiny US client state with a population of 
58,000. There was no apparent shame at opposing 
the rest of the international community, as a 
pugnacious Morrison boasted that while Australia in 
the past had timidly abstained from voting on such 
resolutions it was now a case of ‘not anymore and 
not on my watch.’ We can look forward to further 
undermining of our international reputation, such as 
it is.

It is after all well-known among Pentecostals that 
the United Nations is the tool of the devil, and 
Pentecostal pastors constantly protest at what they 
call UN ‘abuse’ of Israel.

Morrison toes the line when opining that sovereign 
nations need to oppose ‘unaccountable international 
bureaucracy’. He even accuses the UN of anti-
Semitism, saying that ‘The UN General Assembly is 
now the place where Israel is bullied and where anti-
Semitism is cloaked in the language of human rights’.

Distinguished human rights lawyer Jennifer Robinson 
said on last week’s ABC Q&A program that she is 
constantly embarrassed by such biased conduct. 
Australia is obliged under international law to give 
effect to all peoples’ right to self-determination, 
and as she said our government should recognise 

Slouching towards Jerusalem: 
Australia as an Israeli apologist
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a State of Palestine if it does in fact support a two-
state solution, as Morrison unconvincingly proclaims. 
Instead, he attempted, at Israel’s request, to prevent 
the International Criminal Court from investigating 
Israeli and Palestinian war crimes. This was another 
embarrassing failure, but brownie points for the effort 
will be noted on the Day of Judgement.

Barrister and political analyst James O’Neill points out 
that one of Australia’s best-kept secrets has been our 
voting record at the UN on resolutions condemning 
military occupation of Palestinian land and human 
rights abuses by Israel. We join a tiny minority in 
‘unparalleled disregard, not only for the rights of 
the Palestinians but also fundamental principles of 
international law … Australia’s much vaunted support 
for the “rules-based international order” is no more 
than empty rhetoric.’

Meanwhile during the recent conflict, a bevy of younger 
Democrats led by four non-white women moved 
Biden, a dyed-in-the wool supporter of Israel, to put 
pressure on Israel. After at least four phone calls from 
Biden, Netanyahu cancelled plans for a triumphalist 
Jewish march through East Jerusalem, and postponed 
the evictions of Palestinian families from their homes 
there, while calling a cease fire which holds for now. 
On 16 April, Democrat Betty McCollum put forward a 
motion to stop spending taxpayers’ funds on weapons 
for Israel unless conditions for Palestinians are met. This 
had 13 co-sponsors in the House and support from 
over 100 NGOs.

Biden has reinstated funds to the Palestinian 
Authority and after visiting the area, his Secretary of 
State Blinken promises to help Gaza rebuild. There 
is no threat to Israel’s security if we join the rest of 
the world in moves to support the human rights 
of Palestinians. If Australia continues to undermine 
international law, we need to know why. I’ve been 
reading up on Morrison’s Pentecostalism – a historian 
notes that ‘it is extraordinary how little Pentecostalism 
has been researched, given its global influence and 
growth’ – and finding that unconditional support for 
Israel is a pillar of the faith.

Several commentators have looked at Morrison’s 
Pentecostal beliefs regarding items like the Prosperity 
Gospel (God wants good people to be rich) or 
climate change (coal is God’s gift to man, and global 
warming is God’s plan for the end times). Not so 
much has been written on Pentecostal attitudes to 
Israel, or how far Morrison’s beliefs on Israel and 
Palestine could account for the extreme bias in 
his policies.

The problem is that Morrison will not expound on 
how his deep commitment to Pentecostalism might 
affect such decisions. He fobs off queries with vague 
answers like ‘the Bible is not a policy handbook,’ 
and refuses to be more specific. Senior journalists 
like Katherine Murphy and Jacqueline Maley have 
been politely rebuffed in their efforts to interview 
Morrison and/or his Pentecostal Horizon Church on 
policy issues.

‘Understanding Morrison’s faith is most definitely 
in the public interest because faith burns at the 

heart of the man,’ wrote the Guardian’s Murphy of a 
leader who regards himself as the ‘chosen bearer of 
God’s mandate’.

Morrison has at least been open about the extent of 
his commitment to his faith, inviting the media to film 
him and wife Jenny engaging in ecstatic worship, 
and he told journalist and presenter Julia Baird, a 
dedicated though progressive Christian herself, that 
his faith ‘informs his worldview’.

But as he refuses to engage in detailed discussion, 
the President of the Rationalist Society, Dr Meredith 
Doig, commented: ‘We have a right to know what 
ideas guide the actions and decision-making of those 
who stand for public office … Far too often religious 
views are deemed off-limits’.

Remaining off-limits is convenient, because some 
Pentecostal views will seem not only bizarre but 
downright dangerous to many. Tasmanian author 
James Boyce wrote in The Monthly that ‘the truth is 
that Morrison has told the Australian public almost 
nothing about what his heartfelt beliefs actually 
are,’ adding that Pentecostal gatherings ‘share a 
perspective on Christian life that is largely alien to the 
Western tradition.’

Pentecostals have a tradition of being ‘seeker-
friendly’ when it comes to curious outsiders and 
potential recruits, showing off their joyful forms of 
worship, uplifting modern hymns, and general good 
fellowship while the darker side of their beliefs in 
Satan, end times, hell, tribulations and damnation for 
depraved non-believers are not advertised.

As things stand, observers are left to flail around 
trying to match up current policy decisions with 
Pentecostal doctrine, keeping in mind that Cabinet 
contains not one but two committed Pentecostals 
– the other being Morrison’s ‘Brother Stuie’, Stuart 
Robert, now Minister for Employment – from a sect 
that represents only 1.1% of the Australian population.

Former Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is also a 
dedicated Christian, but before being elected he 
laid out the ways in which his faith might influence 
decisions. His challenge to Morrison to do likewise 
remains unanswered. Gerard Henderson of the 
Sydney Institute argues that nevertheless Morrison 
has not breached the division between church 
and state, and that ‘Kevin Rudd could not provide 
one example of how Morrison has endangered 
Australian democracy’.

However, it can be argued that he has endangered 
Palestinian and Israeli lives, and Australian interests 
and reputation by taking a leading role in an 
international campaign to defy international law and 
kill any lingering hope of a settlement to the conflict.

Australians should be aware that Pentecostal support 
for Israel is after all ‘biblically mandated’. From the 
very beginnings of the Pentecostal movement in 
the 1920s, influenced by evangelical predecessors, 
support for the ‘restoration of Israel’ became as 
much of a focus as their international missionary 
work. Morrison’s church is a branch of the leading 
Pentecostal group, the Assemblies of God (AG), 
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Just under half of the world’s 2,755 billionaires are 
citizens of the US or China, and nearly every country 

has more billionaires than they did at the outset of the 
pandemic in mid-March 2020. – Forbes 2021

DID YOU KNOW?

whose original ‘Statement of Faith’ in 1927 anticipated 
‘the salvation of national Israel’.

This is a necessary prelude to the Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ, who will not appear until the Jews 
have been ‘ingathered’ to Israel and converted 
to Christianity.

The settlement of Jews in Palestine and then the 
creation of the Jewish state is the first step in God’s 
plan, and the next step must be the expansion of 
Israel’s territories to encompass the land from the 
Nile to the Euphrates, as promised to Abraham 
by God.

In 1934, the US Pentecostal journal Pentecostal 
Evangel envisioned that ‘the Promised Land would 
have a geographical area at least ten times greater 
than that of Palestine and would blossom as the 
rose’. So, it will probably be futile to expect Morrison 
to give meaningful support for the two-state solution.

A Pentecostal theologian, Allan Anderson, comments 
on the fate assigned to the Palestinian people, writing 
that Pentecostalism now ‘includes a particularly 
undiscerning approval for biblical prophecy 
relating to Israel. This is sometimes called Christian 
Zionism and sees Israel’s occupation of the Holy 
Land as the fulfilment of end times prophecies 
and the oppression of Palestinians as the logical, 
justified outcome’.

Arab uprisings are seen as ‘the work of Satan’, dating 
back to the biblical epic of Ishmael versus Isaac.

According to an early Pentecostal preacher William 
Mac Arthur ‘God would judge all nations that abused 
Israel … Zion would be restored, Jesus would return 
and launch the millennium, His thousand year reign’.

In 1983, a leading US Pentecostal, Amos Millard, 
stated that ‘God has declared his purpose to restore 
both national and spiritual Israel. In essence, that is 
what the Pentecostal movement is all about!’

It’s not only the rapidly growing worldwide 
Pentecostal churches that preach the imminence 
of the Second Coming in Israel – they overlap 
with other Evangelicals in this solemnly held 
belief. Prophesying the End Times is a very old 
occupation, dating from the Crusades, with repeated 
disappointments rapidly deleted from collective 
memory. The failure of most Jews to convert is 

regarded as a temporary problem only. An AG 
textbook on bible doctrine states that ‘even though 
they have profaned His holy name’ God’s plan will 
one day reveal an ‘Israel, restored, cleansed, filled 
with God’s Holy Spirit’.

Despite a huge income from evangelical tours 
to the Holy Land, Israelis tend to resent plans to 
convert them and in 1989 ‘Messianic Jews’ (Christian 
converts) were excluded from the right of all Jews to 
‘return’ to live in Israel as per the 1950 Law of Return.

Reading doctrine can’t give the whole story. 
Morrison apparently became a passionate convert 
to Pentecostalism in his teens, and so it’s interesting 
to glean some clues on attitudes to Israel from the 
memories of a couple of youngsters brought up in 
the faith.

Corinna Elaine has written of her group’s focus on 
‘anything relating to Israel and God’s chosen people’, 
and she recalls that the rebuilding of the Jewish 
Temple was a goal, involving the destruction of the 
Dome of the Rock mosque on Jerusalem’s Temple 
Mount. Any emergence of a ‘one world government’ 
was believed to signal the end times, and ‘whether 
we are raptured before the Tribulation or mid-
Tribulation isn’t clear, but it will happen, and the 
only people left on earth will be non-believers and 
‘backsliders’ – fair game for the Devil’.

Peter Speakman, son of a Pentecostal pastor, says 
‘You heard a lot about Israel and the people of 
Israel in church. It’s the Holy Land and we should 
be thankful to the Jewish people who gave us their 
bible. God outlined its borders, up to Damascus and 
including Jordan. There will be a return to these 
borders. They deny that it was ever Palestinian land 
– Palestinians were not locals but Arabs from Syria 
and Egypt’.

Speakman went to the Holy Land to seek the 
truth and ended up making a documentary 
movie challenging Pentecostal mythology. While 
interviewing Palestinians in East Jerusalem he was 
able to film a rampaging gang of Jewish youths 
bashing the doors of Palestinian shopkeepers and 
shouting ‘Death to the Arabs’.

‘I felt ashamed to be there,’ he says to camera.

I rest my case. 
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from our readers

WELL DONE TO THE BEACON READERS!
In response to our request for help in building on the number of Beacon subscribers, the 
readers below have responded generously with their support. Well done to all of them. 
Never before has the need for material based on our philosophy of ‘Seek the Truth and Serve 
Humanity’ been so great, and to increase the circulation of Beacon is an easy way to achieve 
this. Please, Beacon readers, keep up this campaign and send us new people who may enjoy 
our journal.

GREETINGS!
We have been subscribers for many years and look forward to reading your honestly refreshing articles every 
time. If you could send complimentary copies to a friend in NSW, we would be so grateful. We are now living in 
the US, and I forwarded our last copy to Joe Biden’s private address … hope he read it!

Thank you.

K & M Viola, USA

THE EDITORIAL BOARD, THE BEACON
Thank you for the April edition of the Beacon – reassuring to read the article on the ‘toxic’ rule of our federal 
government. I have three potential subscribers to receive your free copies.

Thank you.

M Powley, QLD

I look forward to the Beacon – reading it gives me hope.

J Fleming, VIC

DEAR DONNA
Please find enclosed my subs due in April 2021.

The articles in the Beacon are as usual most interesting and inciteful. The editorial in the May edition, on values, 
was most telling and relevant.

Many thanks to you and the editorial board.

L Dalrymple, VIC

DEAR DONNA
In response to the piece in the last issue on increasing Beacon readership (which is a wonderful idea) the 
following friends would like to receive the three copies and will no doubt subscribe.

No doubt we will be sending some more names in due course.

You all do a great job with the Beacon (which my mother use to get many, many years ago) and we 
congratulate you on raising very important current issues.

Kind regards

Tom and Audrey McDonald, NSW
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