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SEEK THE TRUTH AND SERVE HUMANITY

What is the purpose of government? In a democracy, 
a government is fairly elected to manage our affairs, 
wisely dispense our taxes, provide for our needs and 
develop policies that fairly and equitably do so. It is 
elected to protect our environment, to cherish our 
differences, to promote racial harmony; to ensure our 
economy works for the majority to provide decent 
jobs, affordable healthcare and housing, to educate 
our children freely and to protect us from illegal war.

We are a democracy, so we are constantly told. We 
get to vote fairly every four years for either major party 
to manage our taxes and provide our services. So, 
what is wrong with our democracy? Are our elections 
fair and democratic, and how reliable is government?

The right to vote was hard won and needs protecting, 
but what if our voting system is not working 
equitably? We proffer two examples: The first was the 
corrupt ’sports rort’ that was unequivocally a clear 
case of government-initiated manipulation of our 
taxes to benefit the Liberal/National Coalition and 
voting patterns. This blatant snout-in-trough rorting 
manipulated many votes that were bought – not 
won. The second was the appalling vote-buying by 
multimillionaire Clive Palmer. While most of corporate 
Australia gave the lion’s share of attention to the two 
major parties, all of these donations were dwarfed by 
mining billionaire Clive Palmer, who poured almost 
$90 million into his election campaigns, paid for 
by his mining companies. Most of the astonishing 
expenditure was funded by Palmer’s resources 
company Mineralogy, which funnelled $83.7 million 

into his United Australia Party, followed by smaller 
amounts from his Coolum Resort, Queensland Nickel 
and the Waratah Coal businesses. Of the more than 
$121 million in political donations that were published 
by the Australian Electoral Commission in relation to 
the 2019 election year, just short of 70 per cent of those 
donations went to Clive Palmer’s United Australia Party.

The prevalence of corruption at the top of our society 
has never been worse. Yet this government, where 
corruption is clearly evidenced, introduces legislation 
called ‘Ensuring Integrity’, which it seeks to impose 
on our union movement – unions whose role it is 
to defend its members against the tyranny of big 
business represented by this very government.

Ensuring integrity needs to be established within 
parliaments, banks, tax-evading monopolies, nursing 
homes, housing, to name just a few, before attacking 
our trade unions.

We live in a class society. We have always lived in a 
class society, but the gap between rich and poor has 
never been wider and the safeguards we formerly 
enjoyed are being inevitably whittled away. We 
urgently need a Human Rights Charter in Australia; 
we are one of the very few Western nations without 
one. A Human Rights Charter will not solve all our 
problems, but it will provide us with some safeguards 
against the gradual introduction of the legislation that 
denies us our democratic rights and social justice.

Across the world, as well as here at home, the move 
to deny workers’ rights, to straight-jacket our unions, 
to introduce mandatory legislation, to manipulate 
elections, to denigrate and scapegoat those with 
differences, are growing quickly and dangerously.       
We have choices: we can turn aside and ignore them, 
as did the people of Germany in the 1930s, and we 
all know the consequences of that. Or, we can take a 
stand now and say enough! 

It is time to look at safeguards. Perhaps limited 
terms for politicians, the power of recall if they don’t 
shape up. Establishing investigative councils with 
worker representatives to examine exposed rorts and 
protection for all whistleblowers who expose these. 
We must draw a line in the sand before we lose even 
more of our democracy. 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR 
DEMOCRACY?
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Queensland Labor gearing up to criminalise activism 
is only a taste of the kind of intimidation that’s likely 
to come.

‘Even though I was the one who had been assaulted, 
I was charged with disorderly conduct and resisting 
arrest. I will never forgive or forget what came next.              
I was “verballed” by the police who manufactured the 
most incredible statements about the whole thing.’

That was Peter Beattie, who would later become ALP 
premier of Queensland, detailing his treatment by 
police during anti-apartheid protests against the South 
African rugby team in July 1971.

The Springbok demonstrations stirred an entire cohort 
of Labor activists, appalled by the state of emergency 
Joh Bjelke-Petersen declared to protect the racist 
tour. Beattie was one such protester; Wayne Goss – 
Labor premier between 1989 and 1996 – was another.

Annastacia Palaszczuk also seems to have been 
inspired by the events of 1971. But not, unfortunately, 
by the protesters.

Her speech on Tuesday attacking climate activists 
echoed all the arguments made to justify the  
repression unleashed against Beattie and Goss and 
their comrades.

In 1971, Premier Bjelke-Petersen also explained that 
police needed more powers ‘in the face of the threat 
of real violence and defiance of law and order with 
subsequent dangers to life and property.’

On Twitter, Palaszczuk posted an image denouncing 
‘extremist protesters’.

‘Blocking roads is dangerous, reckless, irresponsible, 
selfish and stupid,’ she tweeted. ‘The sinister tactics 
some protesters are using are dangerous and 
designed to harm.’

Any sizeable rally or strike – from the Vietnam 
moratorium to the Change the Rules marches – 
blocks roads. The Bjelke-Petersen government 
gave exactly the same justification for criminalising  
protests. The anti-Springbok marches disrupted          
law-abiding citizens, he said.

Yet it would be wrong to see Palaszczuk simply 
as a throwback to the reactionary politics of 
Queensland’s past. Rather, her comments reflect a 
new development, with the two major parties forming 
a united front against climate action.

In Queensland, the ALP has granted Adani all the 
environmental approvals necessary for its Galilee 
Basin mine, as well as opening up tenders for 
coalmining in five other areas.

Federally, Labor MPs have rushed to join Craig Kelly’s 
Parliamentary Friends of Coal group, while Penny 
Wong has told Insiders that her party doesn’t support 
shutting down the coal industry in Australia.

Wong’s statement was applauded by Ian Macfarlane, 
the former resources minister now working as a 
lobbyist for Queensland mining.

Criminalising Protest–
then and now
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‘Penny is a very pragmatic person,’ he said. ‘Anthony 
Albanese should be congratulated for aligning 
Labor on this and taking a bipartisan approach with 
the Coalition.’

That ‘bipartisan approach’ means that those 
concerned about climate change can’t realistically 
hope for any action from parliament. There are minor 
parties, of course. But the world’s leading climate 
scientists gave us, in the most recent IPCC report, a 
mere 12 years to prevent temperature rises above 1.5C 
– and one of those years is nearly up. There simply 
isn’t time to wait for the Greens or independents to 
become electoral forces.

That’s why activists are sitting on roads in Queensland. 
It’s why school students walked out again in 
September and why a new coalition blockaded the 
International Mining and Resources Conference in 
Melbourne in October. For what else can they do?

Scientists tell us, with increasing desperation, that 
the planet’s ecosystems are collapsing everywhere. 
Should we simply sit back and watch it happen? In 
the context of environmental emergency, the civil 
disobedience employed by activists of the past offers 
the only realistic option. That’s why Palaszczuk’s 
speech matters. Her plan to criminalise protest isn’t 
simply a manifestation of old-fashioned Queensland 
conservatism. It’s a taste of the future.

All over the world, the governments that refuse to act 
on the climate catastrophe are gearing up to fight the 
environmental rebellion they recognise as inevitable.

In Britain, George Monbiot notes the campaign 
of demonisation launched by what he calls ‘dark 
money-funded lobby group[s]’, including a smear 
report labelling Extinction Rebellion as an ‘extremist 
organisation’. In America, legislation criminalising 
environmental activism has become increasingly 
common, with Trump’s administration proposing an 
offence of ‘inhibiting the operation’ of an oil or gas 
pipeline – a crime punishable by 20 years’ jail.

On 20 August 2019, leaked audio revealed Derrick 
Morgan, from a lobby group called American Fuel 
& Petrochemical Manufacturers, boasting about its 
success in secretly pushing model legislation to be 
used against protesters.

As The Intercept’s Lee Fang notes, the text Morgan 
describes ‘has been introduced in various forms in 
22 states and passed in nine states: Texas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Missouri, Indiana, Iowa, South 
Dakota and North Dakota.’ It would be naive not 
to expect something similar here. Already we saw 

a French television crew arrested in July for filming 
protests near the Abbot Point coal terminal, a preview 
of the kind of intimidation that’s likely to come.

In the 1970s, the Bjelke-Petersen government 
mobilised huge numbers of police to suppress the 
anti-Springbok protesters. As many activists noted 
at the time, the brutality in Queensland was only the 
faintest echo of the repression experienced by the 
movement within South Africa itself.

Here’s the thing though: apartheid still fell. Just as an 
entire generation became radicalised through those 
marches in 1971, young people today are stirring, 
rediscovering the tactics of the past. With the major 
parties choosing coal over the planet, what other 
choice do they have? 

Source: Adelaide Voices September 2019–
February 2020

THAT ‘BIPARTISAN 
APPROACH’ 
MEANS THAT 
THOSE CONCERNED 
ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE CAN’T 
REALISTICALLY 
HOPE FOR ANY 
ACTION FROM 
PARLIAMENT.

Traditional owners of the Kulin Nation, past Warriors, Elders past and present.
WE ACKNOWLEDGE
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KNOW…

The world’s major corporations continued to inflict 
enormous ongoing violence (in a myriad of ways) in 
their pursuit of endless profit at the expense of living 
beings (human and otherwise) and Earth’s biosphere 
by producing and marketing a wide range of life-
destroying products ranging from nuclear weapons 
and nuclear power to junk food, pharmaceutical 
drugs, synthetic poisons and genetically mutilated 
organisms (GMOs). These corporations include 
those involved in the following industries: weapons 
manufacturers, major banks and their ‘industry 
groups’ like the International Monetary Conference, 
asset management firms, investment companies, 
financial services companies, fossil fuel (coal, oil 
and gas) corporations, technology corporations, 
media corporations, major marketing and public 
relations corporations, agrochemical (pesticides, 
seeds, fertilisers) giants, pharmaceutical corporations, 
biotechnology (genetic mutilation) corporations, 
mining corporations, nuclear power corporations, 
food multinationals and water corporations. You can 
see a list of the major corporations in this article:  
‘The Global Elite is Insane Revisited’.

‘I am  
 Fidel’–

the Cuban response to US hopes of destabilising Cuba
Three years since Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel 
Castro died at age 90 of natural causes, the Cuban 
Revolution has withstood ongoing destabilisation 
efforts to turn the island once again into an 
imperialist playground. Indeed, as Latin American 
countries grapple with the ramifications of historical 
and current US intervention, Cuba has steadfastly 
held onto the principles which Fidel imparted to the 
Cuban people throughout the revolutionary process. 
The participatory aspect of memory in Cuba has been 
sustained through Fidel’s emphasis on education as 
an integral component of the revolution.

The US might have harboured the intention that 
Fidel’s departure would facilitate the process for a 
counter-revolutionary period in Cuba and the fall 
of the ideals that have transformed Cuban politics 
and society. However, the Cuban Revolution was 
always bigger than Fidel. It encompassed the link 
between leadership and the people, built upon the 
historical foundations which Fidel himself articulated. 
Defining revolution, for Fidel, was an endorsement 
and affirmation of Jose Martí as the ‘intellectual 
author of the Cuban Revolution’. What Fidel achieved 
was a continuation that now lies in the hands of 
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generations of Cubans who are well-versed in the 
importance of unifying education with revolution.

This is why, despite the attempts to sabotage the 
Cuban Revolution, the US blockade on Cuba and its 
transgressions against the island – a recent USAID 
conspiracy involved the tarnishing of the Cuban 
medical contingents – have not succeeded in 
changing the island’s course. Indeed, as Chile and 
Bolivia grapple with the ramifications of neoliberalism 
and a military coup respectively, Cuba remains a 
standing bastion in the region, just as much as it did 
when Fidel was alive and deemed the main obstacle 
to US plans for the island.

The Cuban resolve to remain independent and 
free of colonialism necessitated a radical change – 
namely prioritising education within the construction 
of revolutionary goals. Even prior to the triumph 
of the revolution, Fidel exhibited awareness of 
implementing the continuity. As can be gleaned 
from the Manifesto of the Sierra Maestra (1957), as 
well as the First and Second Declarations of Havana 
(1960, 1962), Fidel’s concept of education is inclusive 
of Cuban independence from imperial motives in 
Latin America. The Manifesto declared ‘an immediate 
initiation of an intensive campaign against illiteracy, 
and civic education emphasising the duties and 
rights of each citizen to his society and fatherland’. 
Furthermore, in condemning ‘the exploitation of 
man by man and the exploitation of underdeveloped 
countries by imperialistic finance capital,’ an 
awareness of rights in association with education 
was asserted – a statement reminiscent of Fidel’s 
early memories concerning the link between illiteracy 
and exploitation. Prior to its triumph, the revolution 
considered education as the vehicle through 
which Cubans could fight for economic, social and 
political rights. Therefore, education as a right and 
duty affirmed the Cuban Revolution’s stand against 
imperial exploitation of people and natural resources.

Revolutionary education contrasted with the 
colonial and military functions of the Batista regime. 
Several speeches of Fidel attest to this fact. Using a 
metaphor of armies during a 1961 address in Havana 
which recapitulated the revolution’s achievements 
in education and a goal to eradicate illiteracy 
in just one year, Fidel invoked the differences 
between Cuba’s ‘army of educators’ and the army 
of ‘exploiters’. Furthermore, Fidel declared: ‘The 
resentment of imperialism is so profound, its hatred 
of our revolution so great, that the imperialists refuse 
to resign themselves.’ Eradicating illiteracy was 
perceived as a fundamental battle against imperial 
and counter-revolutionary actions against Cuba, 
also allowing Cubans to become active participants 
against imperial intervention. Throughout the 
revolutionary phases, there is ample evidence that 
Cuba not only consolidated its anti-imperialist values 
at a national level, but also, through Fidel, managed 
to impart internationalism based upon education and 
revolutionary consciousness.

Education, therefore, has contributed to the 
empowerment and organisation of Cuban society. 
This dynamic has contributed to awareness, and 
termination of, the relationship between subjugation 
and exploitation, while striving to complete an 
evolution of humanity within the context of 
socialist revolution.

The US, which only understands the language of 
coercion and intervention, will not comprehend 
the insoluble bond not only between Fidel and 
the people, but also between the people and the 
revolution. This unity has enabled Cubans to stand 
principled in defence of the revolution, while also 
providing an internationalist example for the rest of 
the world to emulate. 

Our church is a public and usable asset with portable 
seating and excellent conference, meeting and function 
facilities. We welcome its use by those who support our 
motto ‘Seek the Truth and Serve Humanity’. Interested 
individuals or groups can contact the church office – we 
would be delighted to speak to you. A donation is payable.
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BY AL WASAT BILAL CLELAND

Much is made of the right to vote, of the 
independent allocation of electorates, open access 
to political ideas and free expression of opinion in 
our democracies.

However, there is no protection of truth in political 
advertising, no guarantee of access to the mass 
media by the various political positions and there 
is no balance in media ownership, with a few 
individuals dominating the landscape in the English-
speaking countries.

THE DIMINISHING UNITED KINGDOM
In December this year, we witnessed the demolition 
of the British Labour Party under a barrage of lying 
propaganda, the loudest voices claiming the leader 
of the party was an anti-semite. This was stoked 
by the Israeli lobby, as Corbyn had advised that he 
would recognise Palestine if elected. Support for 
Palestinian rights is portrayed as anti-Jewish by the 
extreme right.

Numerous factors went into this result, 
including most notably a Labour Party 
ambivalently straddling an irreconcilable 
divide on the issue of Brexit, but it is also 
undeniable that the election was affected by 
a political smear campaign that was entirely 
unprecedented in scale and vitriol in the history 
of western democracy. This smear campaign 
was driven by billionaire-controlled media 
outlets, along with intelligence and military 
agencies, as well as state media like the BBC.

—13 December 2019 Caitlin Johnstone 
Consortium News

Corbyn designated Murdoch as one of his targets 
should he win power. 

THE CHARGE SHEET 
‘Corbyn described Murdoch as a “billionaire 
media baron…whose empire pumps out 
propaganda to support a rigged system”.  
His red top newspapers were at the centre of 
the phone-hacking scandal, which led to the 
closure of the News of the World.’ 

—1 November 2019 Guardian

In early 2017, Murdoch was named as plotting with 
Blair supporters in the Labour Party.

‘Labour MPs are conspiring with Murdoch-
owned newspapers in a new “soft coup” 
against Jeremy Corbyn, his Shadow Chancellor 
has claimed.’

‘It’s planned, co-ordinated and fully resourced. 
It is being perpetrated by an alliance between 
elements in the Labour Party and the Murdoch 
media empire, both intent on destroying 
Jeremy Corbyn and all that he stands for.’

—27 February 2017 Adam Bienkov 
Business Insider

THE 1975 COUP AND ELECTION
Forty-four years ago, on 11 November 1975, I was 
in a meeting in Spring Street Melbourne with the 
Disadvantaged Schools Program of the Australian 
Schools Commission, when a public servant reported 
that the government had been overthrown. I very 
confidently told her that was impossible as there 
could be civil war in such an event.

Like most of the country, I was stunned when it was 
established that the Governor-General had dismissed 
Prime Minister Whitlam, in favour of the Liberal Party 
leader Malcolm Fraser.

I have never forgotten how Bob Hawke called for 
calm and took a very passive role in response to 
this coup.

As the facts became known and as we entered into 
the most vicious election campaign I can remember, 
the country became deeply divided. The poisonous 
role of the mass media, particularly the Murdoch 
media, was unforgettable.

News Corporation chief Rupert Murdoch 
directed his editors to “kill Whitlam” some 
10 months before the downfall of Gough 
Whitlam’s Labor government, according to a 
newly released United States diplomatic report.

The US National Archives has just declassified 
a secret diplomatic telegram dated January 
20, 1975 that sheds new light on Murdoch’s 
involvement in the tumultuous events of 
Australia’s 1975 constitutional crisis.

—28 June 2014 SMH

Two similar 
December elections: 
UK and Australia
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BY HANS BAER

The Murdoch propaganda newspapers were so 
partisan in attacking Whitlam and supporting Fraser 
that journalists at The Australian took industrial action 
in protest.

There was an atmosphere of hysteria, which led to a 
terrible defeat on 13 December 1975, from which the 
Labor Party did not return to power until 1983.

Those Australians who were politically aware were 
given notice of American intentions towards our 
government in 1973, when Marshall Greene ‘the coup 
master’, was appointed by Nixon as US Ambassador 
to Australia.

In 1961, he was the senior American diplomat 
in South Korea during a coup that toppled a 
democratically elected government and replaced it 
with a vicious dictator.

In 1965, he was senior US diplomat in Indonesia 
when the coup that brought Suharto to power 
occurred. About a million people were killed.

In 1974, Ted Shackley, with a long career that 
included the Chilean coup against Allende, became 
head of the Eastern Division of the CIA, covering Asia 
and Australia.

The lease for Pine Gap was due for renewal in 
December 1975. Whitlam was considering its closure.

On 10 November 1975, Shackley sent a cable from 
the CIA to ASIO’s director general, threatening 
to remove ASIO from the British-US intelligence 
agreement because he considered Whitlam a 
security threat.

The Prime Minister of Australia was a security risk in 
his own country according to the CIA!

According to Marchetti, the CIA officer who had 
helped set up Pine Gap: ‘This threat to close 
Pine Gap caused apoplexy in the White House 
… a kind of Chile [coup] was set in motion.’

 —19 January 2017 The New Daily

On 11 November 1975, the day Whitlam was to 
inform Parliament about the secret CIA presence in 
Australia, he was dismissed by the Governor-General.

The ALP has, since that time, never raised its head in 
opposition to the imperial master in Washington, so it 
has remained safe from coups while in office.

Obedience and compliance are the main themes of 
Australian foreign policy and are bipartisan.

Whitlam holds a very special place in the hearts of 
those who seek to establish an independent foreign 
policy for Australia. There are no signs at all that his 
successors have similar aims. 

Australia’s out-of-control bushfires dramatically 
confirm the need for a government that doesn’t serve 
the interests of multinational corporations.

Hans Baer, a Principal Honorary Research Fellow 
at the University of Melbourne, is the author of 
Democratic Eco-Socialism as a Real Utopia. 

Climate scientists and other observers often refer 
to various regions, such as the Arctic, low-lying 
islands, the Andes, and Bangladesh, inhabited by 
indigenous and peasant peoples as the canaries in 
the birdcage when it comes to the adverse impacts 
of anthropogenic climate change. It is often said 
that those people who have contributed the least 
to greenhouse gas emissions are the ones suffering 
the most from climate change — a more-than-
accurate observation.

Conversely, there is one country, a developed 
one, that is punching above its weight in terms of 
contributing to greenhouse gas emissions not only 
from domestic consumption but due to massive 
export of coal. It is the canary in the birdcage, 
signalling the adverse impacts of climate change.

Over the past decade or so, Australia, as the driest settled 
continent, has been experiencing rising temperatures, 
droughts accompanied by water shortages and raging 
bushfires, storm surges and flooding, and the bleaching 
of its iconic Great Barrier Reef.

A tipping point of sorts began in 2019 when large 
portions of Queensland and New South Wales 
experienced high temperatures and bushfires that 
contributed to Sydney, as Australia’s largest and most 
visited city, being enveloped with smoke.

Dystopia in  
the land of Oz:  
A climate 
change story 
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INCREASE OUR 
CIRCULATION:

While this climate crisis impacted his electorate, 
the Prime Minister jumped ship with his family for a 
holiday to Hawaii in mid-December, texting the ALP 
leader Anthony Albanese that he would be gone for 
a week and that Michael McCormack, the Nationals 
leader and Deputy Prime Minister, would be at 
the helm.

Many Australians became outraged by the PM’s 
action, particularly after two firefighters lost their lives 
fighting bushfires in New South Wales. Sensing this 
outrage, Morrison and his family returned to Sydney 
and he publicly apologised for having offended so 
many Australians by his actions.

When, in early January, Morrison visited the small 
historic town Cobargo in NSW, which was burnt 
to the ground, he experienced overt hostility from 
Cobargo residents. Despite considerable political 
fallout, Morrison insists that Australia’s present 
emissions reduction policies are adequate to mitigate 
a climate crisis and bushfire risks while bushfires 
burn in six states. Due to the bushfires, Australia’s 
emissions have increased dramatically.

Like Sydney, although not as often, Canberra has 
also experienced smoke from the bushfires, to the 
point that government offices, universities, and other 
facilities were closed for 48 hours because the air 
had become extremely dangerous in the first days of 
the New Year. During this period, the national capital 
was reportedly the most polluted city in the world.

Smoke from the Australian bushfires had crossed the 
Tasman Sea and reached as far away as Indonesia.

Melbourne residents woke up to a thick haze on 
the morning of January 5, not so much as due to 
smoke from bushfires in New South Wales and 
East Gippsland on previous days, but largely from 
bushfires in Tasmania across the Bass Strait.

Australians often believe that they reside in the 
‘lucky country’, which enjoys one of the highest 
material standards of living in the world, although this 
characterisation does not apply for most Indigenous 
Australians and a growing number of non-Australians 
as the country experiences a growing level of 
social inequality.

While Australians have experienced droughts and 
bushfires for some time, the intensity of these 
events and other climate-related events, such as 
storm surges and flooding, have become much 
more pronounced.

In addition to rising global greenhouse gas emissions, 
the warming of the Indian Ocean (known as the 
Indian Ocean Dipole or the Indian El Nino) in which 
there was a mixture of warmer waters off the African 
coast and the cooler water off the Indonesian coast, 
may have contributed to the late arrival of the 
monsoon in northern Australia and heat waves over 
much of Australia.

Anthropogenic climate change compels us to 
seriously confront not only its impact on Australia but 
the rest of humanity and fauna and flora. Ultimately, it 
compels us to transcend global capitalism and begin 
a revolutionary eco-socialist shift to an alternative 
world system based upon social justice and parity, 
deep democracy, environmental sustainability and a 
safe climate.

Given the vested interests in the present system, 
both in Australia and elsewhere, this will not be an 
easy task but the time is riper than ever to develop a 
radical social imaginary.

This will require challenging a world in which 
multinational corporations make and break 
governments and politicians around the world and in 
which, in the case of China, the Communist Party has 
capitulated to the dictates of the capitalist market. 

WHILE THIS 
CLIMATE CRISIS 
IMPACTED HIS 
ELECTORATE, THE 
PRIME MINISTER 
JUMPED SHIP WITH 
HIS FAMILY FOR A 
HOLIDAY TO HAWAII 
IN MID-DECEMBER…
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What is this sunburnt country 
Of smoke and threatening flames 
Of blackened mountain ranges 
Of dust and absent rains?

This land that once was beautiful 
That nourished heart and head 
Now keeps us up at night with thoughts 
Of hopelessness and dread.

And as we face this danger 
Our heads are in the sand 
We’re doing bugger all to help 
This dehydrated land.

We squabble and we dally 
We ignore the facts and truth 
Our PM says ‘Don’t panic’ 
While our firies mutter ‘Strewth!’

We’ve an ad-man, prayer-man, coal-man 
And his brethren at the wheel 
With an attitude of ‘She’ll be right, 
Let’s keep an even keel’.

‘Why risk it for a biscuit 
– We’re too small to help, besides – 
Let others do the lifting 
To curb the rising tides.’

But it’s more than absent leadership 
And policy ‘slip, slop, slap’ 
It’s the sunstruck zombie voters 
Who don’t seem to give a crap.

Is that who we’ve become 
A land of mindless three-word slogans 
Of quiet, shameless selfishness 
Of comfy cashed-up bogans?

That’s not Anzac, that’s not Mabo 
Why not punch above our weight 
And lead by good example 
Before it’s way too late?

Cos thoughts and prayers won’t cut it 
Nor will ignorance and blame 
We need to act with purpose – now 
Or hang our heads in shame.

For when our children’s children 
Turn and look us in the eye 
And ask us what we did to help 
The water, land and sky

Our answer will be feeble 
It will simply sound insane 
They’ll wonder if we had a 
Melanoma on the brain.

But more than that, they’ll question 
Why we didn’t make a start 
They’ll sense the rot went deeper – 
Melanoma of the heart.

Melanoma Country
Robyn Williams: This is The Science Show, just a week before Australia Day. And, as the wide brown land 

prepares, we have a poem from a doctor in Canberra.

Reading: Melanoma Country, by Jonathan Happold. Read by William Zappa.

Jonathan Happold is a veterinarian and epidemiologist based 
in Canberra. He wrote his poem, Melanoma Country on 2 
January 2020, as south-east Australia was on fire. He included 
the following:

I wrote Melanoma Country in the hours before evacuating from 
the South Coast of New South Wales, Australia, on 2 January.

As an Australian – it was simply an expression in response 
to the bushfires. Shortly after Christmas, I drove to the coast 
through dry and dusty paddocks, and forests of tall spotted 
gums that had been rendered black and sepia after fires in early 
December. I walked through tinder-dry patches of unburnt 
forest to the edge of a national park that was unrecognisable 
in its bleakness. Earlier, I’d been on the edges of an active fire 
ground, helping mates on a farm prepare for the threat that 
loomed on a dark and reddening horizon.

The words of Dorothea Mackellar’s famous poem came to 
mind – ‘I love a sunburnt country ... of droughts and flooding 
rains’ – and the words didn’t resonate as once they might have 
done. In the face of climate change, the romance of droughts, 
floods and a perpetually ‘sunburnt’ country is wearing thin. 

And hence the idea of Melanoma Country – Australia isn’t just 
sporting a tan anymore: it’s ‘sunburn’ (read: effects of climate 
change) that has become dangerously cancerous.

As a veterinarian – I’m deeply saddened by the loss and 
suffering of wildlife and livestock, and worried by the impacts 
of climate change on our farming communities. Images of 
burnt animals are horrifying and it’s hard to get your head 
around the scale of destruction of wildlife and their habitats.

Also, as a veterinarian and epidemiologist, I work in an area 
of science that is fundamentally about understanding cause 
and effect, and critically appraising evidence. So, it concerns 
me greatly that denial of human-induced climate change still 
appears to have traction in some quarters of politics, the media 
and society.

As a father of two young kids, I am worried about their future. It 
saddens me that they won’t be able to enjoy many of the places 
of natural beauty in south-eastern Australia that I enjoyed as a 
kid. It troubles me that the ‘new normal’ that they inherit may 
well be – in so many ways – less secure and less nourishing for 
mind, body and soul. And it angers me to see policy and politics 
in Australia being so incredibly short-sighted and bereft of a 
deep sense of what really matters.

And as someone who senses the urgency of the climate situation 
– it is time to get serious about addressing the mess that we’ve 
created. The effects of climate change are happening now; it 
hurts and it’s really costing us. We need to turn this thing around 
through mitigation, not just adaptation. I don’t want to adapt 
to summers like this! And we need to do it through personal 
responsibility and political action. When I wrote the poem, it 
seemed even more futile than holding a hose to 20 m flames.        
But if every single one of us does something, then perhaps there’s 
cause for hope. 
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from our readers

DEAR BEACON EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS

I have a very close friend i.e. Des Whyte of East Ipswich, who has very kindly lent me his 2019 copies of Beacon 
to read.

You light my fire!

You present cold hard facts! – as distinct from what we suffer from our manipulated media.

Des and I are both active members of the Australian Citizens Party: a very large part of our policies, which have 
been researched in depth and consequently formulated over a period in excess of thirty years, are what you 
advocate i.e. the common good for all mankind.

I have five grandchildren – I am extremely concerned for Australia’s future – for their future!

As Australians – we have endured decades of gross political mismanagement. Why do we keep going on with 
this self-inflicted abomination? Insane privatisation to the point where any infrastructure is in the clutches of 
those organisations only interested in producing a profit – so that they can ‘divvy up’ dividends to their few to 
the absolute detriment of the many!

I enclose my cheque for 2019 copies – I will sub for 2020 next month.

So good!

Great work!

L Duggan, Qld

DEAR EDITOR

I particularly enjoyed the recent edition, especially the comment by Howard Zinn – so apposite in today’s world 
– I will chase up some of his writing.

I fully support the ideals of the Beacon – advocacy for climate change, Indigenous rights, support for refugees, 
human rights and an Australian Charter and a powerful integrity commission – plus more.

Keep up your excellent work – let us support civil disobedience when it has ethical substance.

R Syme AM, Vic

DEAR EDITOR

Thank you, Beaconites, for a very interesting year. Great reading! Enclosed please find $20 being subscription to 
the Beacon for 2020.

Regards and wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

M Jewell, Qld

DEAR UNITARIAN CHURCH

In this time of crisis and struggle for so many people it is a comfort to know there are people and groups 
prepared to stand up, be counted and try to right the wrongs.

It’s easy to give up the fight for decency with the power of state and federal governments trying to keep 
democracy for the rich and powerful only. As well as the media, papers and shock jocks and all the rest 
supporting them. I am grateful that you keep the light of hope burning for Australia.

Have a peaceful Christmas and a successful 2020.

Regards

A McKenzie, Vic
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THE PUBLISHERS OF THE BEACON

Please find enclosed my cheque for $320 being a 12-month subscription $20 and a $300 donation.

Don’t quite agree with some articles – there are good and bad people and leaders in all nations, and I think it is 
time we stopped putting borders and boundaries on countries and all pulled together.

Please post receipt as last time I used one of these envelopes it came back – ‘not known at this address’. It was 
the right address (someone does not want Peace).

A Sutherland, Qld

DEAR FRIENDS

Please find my membership for the Beacon (due in June 2019). Sorry for overlooking. 

Congratulations on continuing a great publication!

T & A McDonald, NSW

HI DONNA

…and a Happy Christmas and New Year to you too!

Thanks for all the hard work you do and keep up the fight!

We are licking our wounds over here at the moment and working out where we go from here. All the good 
work that has been put in will not be quickly forgotten. We are still determined to be Beacons – if we can 
borrow your title!

Love

Ivan Wels, UK

TOXIC WASTE

I ought to be on your conversant list, but with another computer address. Donna can you verify an update in 
your records and continue to keep me informed.

One’s suspicion is that the fires in New South Wales were exacerbated because the reduction of excess forest 
fuel, by setting fire to it, was not undertaken in winter, because it is believed that the populace object to the 
smog it would generate, and in New South Wales a state and a federal election was imminent. What follows is 
an argument for a better protection against destructive forest fires than by back burning in winter, and why it is 
itself a hazard to public health.

Note well, the solution has been found. Universities do not set fire to the fallen leaves in their public parks. They 
collect the leaves and carry them away.

On the subject of pollution of the environment and especially the pollution of the atmosphere we breath on the 
eastern coast of Australia owing to forest fires, and the fine wood-ash that is depositing: potash was the first 
caustic used to make soap. It is potassium oxide and was obtained by leaching the wood-ash from household 
cooking fires. The ash was put in a colander above an evaporation dish. Water absorbed the potash, which was 
retrieved as a solid to react with oils to make soap.  

The ash from these recent fires is of very minute colloidal size, which pass into the alveoli, which are the 
terminus of the bronchia of the trachea. It is the clogging of the alveoli that is so deadly in asbestosis and 
silicosis, and caustic potash is the deadliest of the three mentioned.

In the city of Dresden during the Second World War the population died from those fires that consumed the 
available oxygen. While the recent forest fires were not that severe, they did reduce the oxygen content of the 
air. The situation is more serious than some would have us believe.

F Scharfe, NSW

DEAR EDITOR

I write to thank you for the clear, comprehensive news coverage that Beacon delivers. With this bombarding 
mass media, it is very obvious to me that Beacon rises above all the rest!

Please find enclosed a cheque for $600 for the Beacon, included in that $50 for future subscriptions.

O Jones, NSW
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